Seaforth F.C. Player Assessment and Selections 
At Seaforth F.C. we are continually planning for and considering ways of improving the manner in which we evaluate our players for selection into teams and divisions.

With a responsibility to place approximately 500 players, including the ever-growing Women’s Divisions, into teams and divisions each year a considerable commitment is made by our club to promote fairness, consistency and transparency in the selection process.  As you can imagine, an enormous amount of time, planning and effort is put into this process by the player assessment committee, and as per every other facet of the Seaforth F.C., it is all voluntary.  If you do have a query following your child’s assessment, please try and bear the following information in mind. To assist with any questions that you may have, attached is a brief outline of the methods and processes used to select our players in the mixed junior teams (U9 to U16) and the girls/women’s teams (W11 to W16).  See attachment for additional information pertaining to U9 mixed age group.

Eligibility

Any player wishing to attend selection trials must be registered with Seaforth F.C. for the current season.  Due to insurance purposes, there will be no exceptions made.

Player Assessments

Towards the end of each season, we distribute Player Assessment sheets to all our U8 to U16 coaches asking for an appraisal of the players’ performance during that season.  These assessments appraise and define a broad range of each player’s skills and are expressed against the grade they are playing at the time.  This is obviously different for U8 players, as they are not graded until U9.

Prior to the selection trials each year, U9 and U10* assessments are considered and summarised.  Based on the above, and factors such as the age, division and level previously played, groups of players of compatible ability and development (where possible) are formed for the selection trials.  Subject to age, groupings for the trials generally range from between 30 to 40 players. These players are then placed in 4 to 6 groups.  These groups in no way reflect or guarantee a player’s selection in a certain team.  Each group is then drawn to play against groups of a similar standard at the selection trials.

*Please note U11 to U16 usually have less numbers for us to appraise and consequently groups are made up as evenly as possible in order to make them competitive.

Selection Trials

Our club’s selection trials are generally held the week after the bulk of registrations is completed, usually in early February each year.  At the selection trials, new players to our club are evaluated by placing them, with groups of players of similar experience and ability.  An age group selection panel then considers a player’s performance at the selections trials.

Age Group Selection Trials

Prior to selection trials, individual age group selection panels are formed.  These panels are formed based on nominations that we receive from interested persons.  Each panel generally comprises of the Coaching Director and age group selectors.  These selectors mostly comprise of committee persons and coaches who have a background and experience in that age group.  In addition to age group selectors, Seaforth F.C.’s player selection committee has two level 2 and two level 1 qualified coaches.

In the interest of obtaining a broad overview of players’ standards in a specific age group, selectors will be able to assess all players of that age group over the course of the selection trials and if possible the preceding season.

At the conclusion of the trials, the player assessment committee then place players into draft teams.

Following confirmation of all registrations and the total number of players in each age group, final team compositions and a recommended division are determined.  These teams and the division requested are then submitted for the approval of the Manly Warringah Football Association (MWFA).

The final decision with respect to the division of a team e.g. Division 1,2 or 3 etc. is made by the MWFA.

Queries
Like any other club or sport we naturally receive queries from parents and players in relation to team selections and grading.  In order to provide an open selection process, we are always willing to hear from senior players, who are available to help with the selection process at our club.  If a player is keen to be involved in the player assessment process, they must be prepared to make themselves available for all time slots pertaining to the age group they would like to assist with.  

If you have any questions, require further information or are keen to assist, please feel free to contact Sharon Egger on 0421 475 840.

Information pertaining to U9 mixed player assessments and selection trials.

As mentioned previously, up until the age of U9 players are not graded, they generally start playing at the age of 6 and continue with that same team until the end of the U8 season.  We quite often get queries from parents who question why grading and player assessments have to occur so young as they feel that their child is not ready or doesn’t want to play in a more competitive environment.  They would also like their child to continue playing with the friends they have played with for the last 3 years.  These comments are very valid, and we acknowledge them, however, there are other factors that have to be taken into account.

The first is that whether we at Seaforth F.C. want to grade our players or not is not up to us, it is a decision made by the MWFA.  Although fully graded the U9 age players do not know whether they are playing in Division 1,2 or 10, therefore the Divisions in U9 are entitled red, blue and yellow/green. No emphasis is put on divisions i.e. no competition tables are kept and no point scores or results are recorded by the MWFA.  At the end of the season there are no finals or winners – the season culminates in a Gala Day held at an U9 oval (allocated near end of season). 

By the time players get to the end of the U8 season, in most teams, it is possible to see that some players are developing faster than others and some players are struggling to keep up with their team mates.  By placing players with others that are of a similar standard, we ensure that players do not stand out as either more or less advanced, and hence help prevent players lose interest or experience a loss of self confidence and possible low self esteem.  

We quite often get requests from parents who tell us that their child wants to play with their best friend and visa versa.  The problem arises when two best friends are a very different standard and to grade the lower player up is unfair on them as well as the remainder of the team.  In our experience, whilst it may appear difficult to ‘start all over again’, it can be a very positive experience in that your child will be playing with players the same standard as them, and be playing against players of a similar standard.  Not to mention the new friends that are made, some of which become life-long.

Special requests

Unlike the U6-U8 teams it is very difficult to comply with requests for a player to be placed in a specific team or with certain other players.  However, Seaforth F.C. does wish to help wherever possible and, for example, if we have say an U10 Division 4 and an U10 Division 5 it can sometimes be possible for players in those teams to be placed together in one team or the other.  

It is not possible for two players to play together in Division 1 if one of the players is not of the Division 1 standard.  Please note that we have a duty to the MWFA. to position players and teams according to ability in order to make all divisions competitive.

In the U9 age group, the players move up to play on a ¾ size field and there are 9 players on the field as opposed to 6 players in the sub juniors (U6-U8).  Generally there are 12-13 players allocated to each team. The change in team numbers also dictates teams from U8s have to be changed.  Due to the size of our club, we generally have 2 teams allocated to the red division, 2 teams in the blue division, and the remainder of the teams in the yellow/green divisions.

Goalkeeping
Goalkeeping trials will also be held for those who specifically wish to trial solely for that position.

